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NSW GROUP ACTI ITIES FOR 1997 

• 17 . ~ugu~t: SYD I3:Y \VILOF OWER EXHIBITI N. 
t:l up on 1 H ·RSDAY 14 f H. All hanus required on 

lk ck ,ru m middav. 

Wednc.-;dav In September: Grevillea crawl along the Pu tty 
Ruad in search of Grel'iliea panif/ora /lineari[o /i(l popula­
tion';. Mee t 7. a. m. Macquaric Park, Windsor (acr(),~ the 
H,1\\ kc sbu rv Rive r) . This ac tivity replaces the weeke nd 
crawl previous ly advert ised for cp 20 & 21. 

.t·1i Octob r Loni' W -:t:kcnd rev illea Craw!. Cancelled. 

' .t·30 October: Field Trip to the South Coast. Meet 7 
a.m . ou tside gales levilka Park, ulli. Please dLivise if 
you will be attendi ng at least nIl e week before. 

Sund 16 November: 9.30Trying to arrange so mewhere 
on th North Shore of Syd ney for a meeting where we 
do agarde n visit and discuss our fi e ld trip and other activities 
fu r DC. t year. Fmther fun will be had keyin g out plants. 
Afte rnoon visi t to the backvard nurse r. of Brian Roac h, 
47 E uca lyptus Drive, Wl'~ t1cigh who will give a dcmol1­
'lrat ion on P ropagation by utting. 

OLD GROUP ACTIVITIES 
unday 24 August 

Venue: Ron & Elaine Je ll. Fryar Court , Clear Mountain 
Phone: (07) 329H 5396 

ubject : Gard .n ing on slL:Cp ~ lop 

Sunday 26 October: 

Venue: Horne of Ray & Gwen Norri s. 
3 T imbertop Cour l, Capalaba 415 7 

Phone: (07) 3206 4226 
Subject: Techniques of constructi ng and maintaining a 

larg\: garden 

Sunday 30 Nuvembe 

Venue: Home 01 John & Pa t M rse , 
W mit hs R oad, Wight Mt untam 452U 

Phone : (07) 32SLJ 1431 
Subject.! review of mulches for grevillcas and plan ting 

techniques 

Sunday 25 Januarv 1998 

Venue: Home of John I rene Story, 
17 ra falgar Stree t. T oowoomba, 4350 

Phone: (07) 7636 4325 

Subjcct: Maintaining a large G revillea co llection 

Some Items to Note 
T he followin g letter from John A. Ifelms, 222 lIall Drive 
O rinda CA l)45bJ. U, ;\ to [vkssrs Olde 8: Marriott will 
he of interest to hlographers. 

"I wish to draw attention tll wl1(lt 1 helieve is all error 
in YOllr quite wonderful puhliL',ltion The G reville(l Book . 
In Vo\. 2 on Page I tJJ, in your descri[Jtioll of G r(' villt'li 
helmsi/. you no te that Sahine was till' wife of Richard 1Iel ms. 
In actu al fact , her hu:;ban lj's name was Rudolph who was 
the first manage r of R mill at Childer. , Q ueensl and, 
where Sabine did hcr hotanical drawin~. ahin c and 
Rudolph Helms were my grandparents. R ichard J!e lms. 
I bclil'\'c, wa~ a well-known explorer and naturalist of the 
times who was no relative. 1 hope that this error can I e 
co rrected in su bsc:quen t pu blica tio n s of th is heau ti tu I book." 

Pelcr and Neil wish to thank John for his intcrt:~t an d for 
the informati( n. lftherc is <I reprint this e rrorwill be corrected 
hut in the meantime other researche rs using the Vulume~ 

will not now hopefully co mpound and replicate the emH. 

Alex GL'orgC write :, (July j l)9') ):­

The record of red !1mvers on (I specimen of G. u((Ie/(){ilcs 
from Ncwcarlbeon Soak mentioned in your hnok (CrL'v 
R ok Vol 2.7) is from an unnumbered specimen of mine 
that was mislahelled hy a tec hnician at the \v .A Herharium. 
copying data incorrectly from my field hook. The pL.ll1t 
was a lypical specimen of G. ({cac/o/des . The red flower 
refers to a collection of anothcr species ( I h:l vc n't come 
across the collection yet so don·t know what it is, possihly 
nanfl) 
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GRO P ACTIVITI ES 
Activities of S.E. Queensland Group 


by Lorna Murray 

23 March 1997 Again this group enjoyed visiting the garden 
of Graham Nosworthy at Pullenvale for the meeting this 
month. Graham's native garden contains a large number 
of interesting and some rare plants, including many grc­
villeas There is alway ' a lot of information and pleasun.: 
to be ad tiring a wa lk around this garden. 

D uring general di. CUSSlon it was noted that psyllids some­
times attack grevillea flowers. To get rid of this pest it 
was stated that it was better to use clear oil rather than 
white oil. Some members have used fruit fly spray with 
lebaycid, but it should not be used on a hot day, ccrtainly 
not in the middle of the day. 

The topic for discussion was "A review of r are ana un ­
common species still in cultivation in SE Queensland". 

We considered the list of 74 species or subspecies listed 
as rare, and recorded how many of the members prescnt 
on this occasion were growing the various types. 

It seemed that 20 of these rare 
grevilleas are no longer in cul­
tivation here, including the f 1­
lowing:- Grevilfea altl(o[eri, G. 
hi[ormis ss p q mhtln /'l7lis, r; 
w lldicalls. G. ('occ'lllca ssp. !a ­
Ilala, G. COfTUgll (J, (", Cluw/n'{/c. 

G. ('riobolyra, G ;1:1 (1I1'[li(' /{I, U 
incltrva, G. /issopf('(lra. (,. III /i­
filzii, G. manglesil ssp. om i­
Ihopoda, G. plwneroph/ehia, G. 
pi/osa ssp. rcdacla, C. pin ifo lia , 
G. pUlJelala, G. pythara. rhi­1 . 

zomalosa, G. sarissa ssp. IImhe/­
IIIera and G. .1 [{7ea la . 

Most of the other species were 
bcing grown by 4 or mOle me rn­
bers . In those cases \ here only one or iwo growers held 
the plant. it was dec lued t.o try to spread the rm,te ri;d 
around more me mbers of the group. 

Grevl/ /ea enobo(rya 

Wrigley & Fagg: BorlkS13S. 


Waratahs and Grevilleas 


Report of three Sydney Meetings 

20 April 1997. Meeting attended by 9 people preceded 
a walk around Grevillea Park, Bul!i and a quick detour 
to the home ufDot & Hessel! Saunde where an i tc resting 
range f Gr vi llcas were growing, including a massive 
G. minima graft up to two storeys high growing beside 
the ho use. The Grevillea Park was in fine , hape and the 
plant wer growing and flowering beautifully. The park 
is a great credit to Ray Brown and his team of volunteers. 
T he meeting discussed a proposed programme for the year 
and c mined and identified specimens brought along. 

18 M Y 1997. Ken Arnold provided a short waik around 
his garden where the assemblage of 8 persons admired 
a number of well-grown plants, including G. bracleosa, 
G. wickhamii ssp. aprica and many others. The attendees 
vere some ha t b mu, ed at the leade r's fascination wit.h 
an A cacia leploclada that was abundant in bud and ith 
be autiful divided leaves and began to wonder whether they 
were at the right meeting. 

Eventua~~v the party settled down to a practical course 
in identifying Grevillea species using he Olde & Marriott 
key. After two hours had pa sed, they had two species 
identified but everyone agreed that the effort was worth­
whi le becau, e of what they 1 arncd on the way about ter­
min al gyand some of the m re esoteric lead ande pecially 
about Hesse ll's sense of humour which always surfaces 
whe:! things et rechni a1. IL as agreed that we a uld 
TUn a sp ties through the k yat every future m cting 
and that He sell would lead the d i:cu sion. 

Tamara Cox brought information on a GPS syst m that the 
Group was thinking of purchasing hen it gets some money. 

22Juiy1997.P t r Olde provided a walk around hi unu.ual 
colle Lion of G revillea sp cies. most of wh.ich were ding 
well , especially his Acacia denticaiosa . Excuse me. what 
meeting is this? 

The Grevillea fle.xuosa grafted and G. georgcana grafted 
threaten to take over the courtyard area where there wa~ 

beautiful J . preissli ssp. prei. sii Superio r Form in 'lower 
P ter pointed out a beautiful form of C. ICl1l1ifoha in 
his r ckery and hi ' r. sp. aft wicklwrnii from Piccannin ' 
Gorge was flouri .h ing ev ' n afte r it had been blown ov er 
in a storm. 

Unfortunately the hybrid~; advertised to attract people were 
not in flower. Lucky no one came to see them. Hessell 
did not turn lip either. So the 7 attendees were forced 
to listen to Peter Olde yet again running a Grevillea through 
his key. 

This time we keyed out C . preissii, G. flli/oba and G. SI CIWIIl' 

era, all of which are growing at Pe ter's house . Everyone 
was noddino as if lhey nderst ll.ld !Jut the I. ILI~.r v. Sf. I 

too sure. 

Louise and Dan n All n who came all thl. .... av from ..\11 
ernethy. near I ewcast! we c wek m . Dmcn b:l dL: ­
dded to become a acti m roh'r. Phillip , Ln ng. al!' 
from Newcastle ,(Charmh aven act uatly). conducfed a 
hands-on grafting worksh p whIch was greatl ' and h:cn lv 
appreciated by the gathered. 

A vote of thanks was given 1 Ray Bro vn in hi " b~..:n 
for providing r' y 'Robyn GCJf(loll as "011. Ild.;I. 

for the wor h .A.fterw rds the leader was C\'CD mnn; 
unsure ab ut t c session on ke s bUI dccidl!d Il \\ III 
worth persisting. Will we ev..:r Ct' Hess i. again" 

15-17 August 1991. Ne t ac . ' ty i~; t Syclnc I Wild l1O\ver 
show. Hope t .c every· ne Lhcrc . 


Wednesday 10 September 1991. Field [rip up Pu." R ·ad . 

One day of xp rauon . lea't; nOll: Iha uli' Jay is ~ h­

stituted for th field trip planned for 20-21 S pt mher. 


Grevillea Study Group N° 47 2 July 1997 

l 



Friends of Mount Painter, ACT - Local Floral HighUghts 
downloaded from the internet 

The Wildflower Triangle on the ridge behind Wybalcna 
Grove con tains a rich array of local flora and grasses. The 
~ tr ip of kangaroo grass at the top of this ridge is rcgarued 
~1S one of the finest s tand~ in the ACT. 

A small shrub of special interest is the 10uIi form of the 
I1Hluntain grcvillca ( , revillea alpilUl) which only occur, on 
Black Mountain , Aranda bushland, th e Pinnacle anu Mt 
Painter The di stinctive orange flowers arc an early to mid 
spr ing {"'at urc of this area . 

The lower eastern s lopcs of the hilltop paddock on Mt 

Pa in te r cun tain a dense stan d of na t ive red leg grass (Bu;/lI)'u­

II/oi({J, which occurs widely all over thc mountain. During 

~the growi ng season this grass goes through an interesting 

colour chang' from pink to red to brown . T he segmented 
"knccloint " of this grass gives it a distinctive appe arance 
a, well as its common name. 

On h ' northern slopes of Mt P;linter, the area nut grazed 
n()\'. 1m 30 ve al's . there is also strong regrowth oj" kangaroo 

grass. the tiny winter flowering shrub 
/11elichrlls, and a number of acacias 
(A. implcxu, .4 ruhido and A. dca/­
bawl· 

Of particular interest on the~e 
nurthnn ~1(lpcS arc small p(ltehe~ of 
h a r h c d \V ir e g r a ~ s (("I'm /Jo{Jogoll 
nFactus) , which is very beautiful and 
unusual when in full ~ecu. and which 
is haru to find in Canhl'rr,1 as it is vcr'.' 
sllbject to grazing pressurL:. 

Another :.;mall gL'm on the northern 
slopes is the pea-type p lant 
[)csmudiurn \'ur/wls, which is als(l hard 
to finu c!sL:where in CanhelT'I. It has Grevillea alpma 

clusters of thrce leaves in il cluh Frances Bodkin: 
pattern , allu in spring, pink f"i(I\VL"rS Encyclopaedia Botan(ca 
from a central stalk. 

Items of interest 

]))t1 McGillivray, who now resides at 2 Amulla Close, Point 
Clare 22.50, has 'e nt a slide o f Grevillca rosmarinifnli a 
gn)\\ing in the open at Edinburgh Botanic Garden on 
~ 9 r ugu, t 1969. The plant was labelled Grcvillea IlItw{(/ 

(If unknown origin. This is the pl ant which Don recognised 
,IS cu mi ng from the type form uf G. /"()smarillij"o/ia which 
had not previously been collected since the 1830's when 
Allan Cunningham was in the Bathurst area. [t is now 
presumed extinct in its natural habitat from where it is 
pu;sumed Cunningham sent either seed ur live plants back 
t el E ngland. Cuttings from this plant were sent by Don 

- to th e Royal Botanic G a rdens at Sydney a nd propagated 
sl.l c-cessfull . Plants arc now in cultivation in Australia. It 
is hoped that the species can he re-introduced to the wild 
one dav. Wo uld anv membe r lrom the Bathurst area be 
inte re ted in eo-ordinating such an interesting proj ect ') 
Thank dlso to Don for his thoughtfulness and generosity 
in pass ing the slide along. What else would you expect 
from him'! 

A new book. The Blooming Grevillea , with text bv David 
Mason (w ' lI known to Study Group Members) ~ and il­
lust ra tions by Lesley Cordery has been produced by the 
Far o rth Coast Group (N.S.W .) L td of the Australian 
Plants Society. This is a soft-cover field guide with the 
statcd purpos of easy identifica tion of Grevilleas in Far 
North Eastern .S.W. where fourteen Grcvil leas occur 
naturally. David has realised tha t at least one of each species 
is in flO\~er every month of the year and has grouped them 
into nowering months . Although the book does not have 
a key , the descriptions more than adequate ly enable positive 
identlfication. Plants currently identified a Trevilfea lineari­
/cJ/ia in the w rk will almost ce rtainly he divided soon into 
a number of different species or subspecies. 

A population of plants identified as G. pUI/I.Ii{"o/iu from dried 
specimens hy Olde & M,lrriott ha~ been re-di~c()vcre ll ali\'L' 
on Mt Ainslie , Canberra, ncar the War Mcmorial. Th is 
curious populati(ln (If plaI1t~ \vas first collected at thc Mt 
Ainslie lueation by Mike Cnsp on .5 October I CJH() . A ~h(lrt 
trip after th e opening of thc new Herbarium in CanbeIT,1 
two'!three years ago in company with the miginal collectm 
produced an afternoon of great camaraderie but no plants. 
The populati()n was found again the fol lowing spring by PetL'!" 
O lde. The living plants do not confirm the identifica tion as 
c:; paluli{"o/ia but another t<Lxun, pllssibl~ a new specie~;, The 
Mt Ainslie area has bCL'n subiL:ct to somc re-development 
and distmbancc during its history and was planted out hy 
Weston ') early this century with a numher of native :-.pec ies 
that have become naturalised at the site suhsequently. The 
Grevillea is confined to a small area and consists of about 
20-30 plants, reproducing by Slicker. 

There arc t\VO schools of thought. The first school holds 
that the plants were originally planted by We ton a llu have 
survived like other naturalised specimens. Th ey may have 
originated on the north coast of N.S.W. Weston 's planting 
diary would be useful it such a thing exis ts. The ,:2cond 
school, he lel b_ P. Olde, i that thi s is a natural populat ioll 
th at survived the disturbance . The contlurescenccs are 
most ly sessile, like C . pallllijo fia, but arc not regul cH as 
in that species. They arc mostly subseeund and the flowers 
arc white with a pink style. How vcr, plants currently Iden ­
tified as G. linearij"olia originating from the north coast 
a rca are unlikely to survive the cold Canberra win tel'S and 
furtherm ore do not correspond to any known existing n()rth 
coast population, nor to any population among the drie d 
specimens of any institution . The mystery deepens and 
the search continues. 
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Grevilleas in Tasmania 
by Jeanette Closs from Kingston, Hobart 

In the Jul\'. 1996 newsletter you asked member5 to let you 
know of a;1Y hybrids with unknown parentage. I am grm{ing 
thrc' l:. nne we call Hunn Hvbrid - it looks like it could have 
some Poorinda in it. another that we call Summerleas, which 
resemble,.; "Poorine!d Peter" slightly and one that I think may 
be a cross between Grevillea gaudi-ehalldi and G. rivll/ar;s. 
It is probably too late for my contribution to Dr McFarlane's 
research but just in case, I am noting them. 

Twclve months ago. Neil Marriott sent mc ellttings of (I 

numberofgrevilleas that arc listee! in "The Grevillea Book" 
as being suitable for growing in Hobart. The following 
have been potted lip and plant"cd ou 'Ind so fa r most 
arc doing well. I die! appreciate eil 's contribution and 
I sbare them out with other grcvillea enthusiasts: 

G. depaupl:'rall1 - doing very well and some have already 
f10wered 
C; oleoides - A\'on form - doing very well - loeY!' strike 
G pilulife: /{{ - sorne struck but look puorly 
G wi//(il1sollii - a few struck ane! arc doing well so far 
G. llL/di/low - many struck and looking fine 
G. o/iv({cea - only one struck, but it is OK 
G. preissii ssp. g/((bri/imba - two only struck, one is planted 
G preissii ssp. preissii - two struck and one planted 
G seurtceil ill ii ssp. samlcnl!),m - one only struck 
G molYllcuxii - one struck but has sincc dieel 

I had no luck with G. clrsii/oliu, G. hunzi{lIsa, G /1U1xwcl/ii, 
G. (Iuillqllellcrvis, G. sYllapheae ssp. sYllupileac, G. the/e­
mallniulICI and G. ~vilsolli. 

In October, 1995 Christine Guthrie sent me some cuttings 
and [didn't have a lot of luck with those, but. G. "Win para 
Gold" is doing very well , G. IIni/ormis was planted out 

but died soon after, G. 
"U egClI/.\" (could this 
be G. "Poorinda El e­
gance"')) is plantcd 
out and doing well. 

We have just pllt in an 
impressive (even if I do 
say it myself) water 
fe a ture, nickndmed the 
Grancl Canyon ! It was 
my husband Don 's 
ins p ir a t. ion , Sj b GreviJ/ea c lrs iifolia 

Corbett did most (lIthe VVrigley & Fagg Banksias , WaralallS &. 
cI Cs Ig n/ co ns true t I () n Grevilleas 
and I interfered a lot 
and did the pbllting. Sih Corbett designed , huilt and planted 
the extensive TilSlTlani,1I1 Ci,lrdcn at the Royal Ta~; mani ; 1I1 

Botanical Gardens. It has two pools lined with rounded 
river-smoothed rocks linked by a trickling watercourse that 
cascades gcntly into the bottom pool. It is rL'cyclcd by a solar 
recycling pump and looks great espcCIallv when the sun is 
out and it glistcns ovcr the rocks. Tell massive boulders supply 
the framework and when thc 110 plants grow it will be even 
more deligh tiul. Three C;. dcpullpcrat{( and (l G prcissil ssp 
preissii. all from Neil's cuttings arc included. Our soil i, pretty 
heavy and doesn't drain very welL but we have built Lip this 
bed and hope tha t t hey do nourish. 

Thanks to Peter for all that he docs for thc Study Group , 
maybe [ will get to a Sydncy meeting again one d<tv. I 
may write to D<tve Mason and (lsk fm cuttings, the range 
available in Tassie is vcry limited. 

Giant Grevilliea Plant Sale 

18-19 April 1998 Mt Annan Botanic Garden 


The Grevillea Study Group will organise and promote a 
Grevillea Plant Sale at the Education Centre of the Mt 
Annan Botanic Gardens in April 1998. Members and 
friends of the study group will scll all plants. The plants 
on sale will be produced by members and nurseries from 
all around Australia on a sale or return basis. 

It is hoped that thousands of plants from tumbler to large 
pot size will be available at below-retail prices and an 
attempt is being made to have as many species, subspecies, 
varieties and forms as p sible, as well as grafted plants. 
The whole range of hybrid plan ts will be available and also 
hopefully a number of new releases, 

Species from other genera will also be sold. Member 
nurseries of the Grevillea Study Group will be given priority 
but others will not be excluded. Participation is by 
invitation. Nurseries and members interested 111 offering 
plants for sale should write as soon as possible to the 
Grevillea Study Group leader for prices on offer to 
suppliers. 

It is also proposed to hold a display and information area 
in the Education Centre as the a rea is suitable for 
workshops and lectures which we would hope to conduct 
in conjunction with the sale. Set-up will be on Friday, Apri l 
17. All plants must arrive on that day and will be counted 
in by the organisers. The sale will fini sh at 3 PM on Sundav 
April 19 and all unsold plants must be colkcted and be 
removed from the site on that day or ea rly next morning. 

The site has been given to us a t no cost. However, normal 
entry fees of $S per car per day will apply to all visitors 
(including at this stage helpers). It is hoped that people 
will stay on and look around the Gardens and enjoy their 
facilities. The Study Group will be responsible for all 
advertising costs. People willing and able to assist with the 
sale arc invited to contact the Study Group leader who will 
be organising a roster. If you can assist to set up a display 
of cut flowers, run a grafting workshop, give a short 10 
minute talk, supervise an audio-visual etc., please make 
contact. An orgallising committee will be sct up 
immediately. 
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News from York, W.A. 

by Hugh Seeds 

Pete r aide and Neil 1arriott have produced 3 magnificent 
volumes. I find them most useful and a delight to look 
thr ugh. I hope equally good books will be produced on 
Hakeas and Acacias as I find it so hard to identify those 
plants . 

A' to discovering plants in the wild, I th ught I'd found 
a grevillea new to me and that it was Grevillea 11mbellula/a 
or more likely G. hakeoides, but eventually discovered tiny 
"nuts" in some axils, and th n ide ntified it as Hakea gilbertii. 
G. I'es/i/a also looks more like a Hake a, bu t it 's seed pods 
are more vi 'ible. Western Australian p lants are hard to 
id ntify. In E uro pe and New Zealand One sould rarely 
mistake genera. H ere plants copy each other irrespective 
of genus! 

J was glad to find G. insignis growing half an hour's drive 
from here, and isolated G. eriostachya plants growing on 
road ides and hills neare r by. G. in ignis with its blue-grey 
ho lly leaves and pink and whit flower' is such a pretty 
plant. The o nes 1 have seen are all ill one ex-rubbish dump 
(now fenced ff) on laterite am ngst D ryandra and Beaufor­
tia bushes. 

T he following conun Dts on plants in my garden may be 
of inte rest. My garden is a clay loam de rived from granite 
and nol very su itabl fo r colourful greviUeas and banksias 
that I wanted to grow. r c ve red much of the soil with 
and S-lOcm deep, bu t that was not e nough so I dumped 

pur ' sand over it to make 2 banks 45cm deep (when settled), 
one of white sand and the other of brown sand. 

Grevilleas, banksias and others now grow on the banks 
vigorously and floriferously. G. fwd/j7ora, C. pe/rophi/oides 
and G. /e/ragonoloba arc doing particularly well. On the 
nat ground Scm deep in sand G. dielsialla, G. brachys/()chyu 
and ground covers G. cri/hmifolia, G. oblllsiflora and g. 
bi/ema/a are also doing well. But for size, G. olivacea on 
rubble at the edge of our house pad beats the lot - no 
watering and 10 feet high and broad with profuse red flowers. 
G. hookeriana next to it is a close second. 


Cuttings from G. olivacea strike easily. G. ves/i/ll grown 

from cuttings from the wild is doing well, but G. il1.1'ignis 

and C. huegelii failed comple te ly. 


Growing grevilleas from seed I find almost impossible. in 
spite of much advice from Kingsley D ixon of Ki ng's Park, 
Perth. Th is year, using smoke-water amI sowing at mid 
winter, only 2 G. erios/ac/zya and one G. wlldelohmides 
emerged from 36 seeus suwn. I can't make out what I'm 
doing wrong! Some of the seeds I sowed an inch deep 
following Peter aide's recommendation. Perhaps I need 
some tame ants to sow the seed for me? 

I am growing as many flowering malle s as I can. ITakea • 
having such varie ty of leaf shape and some colourful nowe , 
are not nearly appreciated enough, Melale ueas and 
Calothamnus also bring colour to the Australian garden. 
I find gardening here fascinating. I try to keep to Western 
species but I can't always re ' ist others. 

NEWS IN RIEF 


No rma Ali from Blackmans Bay, H obart is having success 
growing NSW sandstone plants. Having moved to her new 
localion 2 years ago, Norma is amazed a t the growth of 
the Grevilleas planted in he r rich loam soil with sandstone 
out rops. So me of the species doing we ll in Norma's garden 
include Grevillea acanthi/olia, G. baueri, G. confertifolia, 
G. diminLlla, G. glabra/a, G. juniperina, G. lanigera, G. oldei, 
G. rosmarinifolia, G. speciosa. G. thelemanniana ssp.jililoba 
and G. h loba. 

New member, Ann Cochrane , from We ·tern Austra li a, 
manages CALM's Threatened Flora Seed Centre. She cnl­
lects, tests and stores seed mainly from die back susceplib l 
plants and also some of the critically endanger d pecics . 
There are qu ite a few rare Grevill as in the south-west. 
and Anne 's challenge is not so much collecting them. bu t 
testing the seed for viabil ity prior to their long term st rage . 
The seed will then be ava ilable for future recovery p r grams 
if necessary. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * $ * 

Heather Clarke fro m Hunter River Botanic G arden is gu id­
ing visitors around the Grevillea Garden on Sunday m m ­
ings during August. The G r ville as should be in fu ll flower 
and showing prom ise fo r the radical changes undergon e 
in the last 12 months. H eath r is hoping to make visito rs 
aware of the potential of the Grevillea G arde n nd en ­
courage as many people as possible to gro Gr ville as. 
I'm sure Heather's enthu iasm and knowl dge will make 
a visit in August worthwhile. 

GreviJlea Janigera 
Frances Bodkin: Encycopaedia Botanica 
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More on Grevillea robusta as a Rootstock 

by MeN Hodge 

cgarding the response to the comment that we helve been 
atLac hi ng I () vea r scions to 100 ye a r roo tstoe KS -yes. Grl.'l'i fleu 
m/Jus/(/ could still be there in 10 years time. However, 
tint might be all that is there. or the sCion might be a 
sL'cond rate representation of the species or hybrid. In 
many cases thc scions have died wcll within 10 years Short 
term faiiure maKes one wonder whether there was ,my 
;Idv(lntagc in grafting some specic,s at all as they may have 
su r\'i\ed just as long un their own roots. 

Because of the perceived qualities of G. rohusto over a 
wide range of conditions. greater prtority has been giwn 
to it as a rootstocK rather th,ln to the seioll. i.e. the attitude 
has bcen "h()\", well will the scion graft to G. ruhus/a 'r 

ra ther than "what rootstock will bcst suit the scion')" 

This has led to results which varies frum good to fair t(l 
POOf to absolute failure. nfortunalL'ly . therc has bcen 
jubilation whcn any sort \ f union succeeded. To be suc­
cessful a grafted plant needs to do better than just survivc. 
Many species have been gra fted ovc r the past I () to IS 
years hut where are they now') Many have disappeared 
and some arc .Iust surviVIng. 

Recent discussions at a Grcvillca Study Group mee ting 
in Oueensland revealed that a numher of species previously 
grafted onto G rohLlSta and hsted ~IS rare in " Thc C;rcviflca 
BOOK" arc no longer around in south cast Oueensland. 

It is a large task to find suitable rootstocks for a ll grevilleas 
\vhich require grafting for th eir survival in cerwin areas , 
hut just talking about it will not get the job done. 

Richard Tomkin appears to have been more successful than 
most because he adc!ressed the prohlem by using compatible 
intergrafts. For rcason described in my articlc in Newsletter 
No 46 I have preferred to attack the problem over the past 
couple of years by looking at alternative rootstocks. 

My trials so far indicate that some species and hybrids will 
graft to a number of rootstocks. In the long term we may find 
that a small number of reliable rootstocks arc sufficient to 
cover most species. There ill be failures under some extreme 
conditions on any new rOo t lOck, but the re have been plenty 
uf tailur s on G. rubuSla. In my opinion, a successful and 
compatib1i! graft onto a 10 to 20 year rootstock is hetter than 
a poor result on to a 100 year roots tuck, particularly when the 
scion only lasts for a few. ears. 

I agree with Peter Olde ' sentiments expressed in the report 
on his visit to Queensland on page 3 of Newsletter No 
46 which state'; "Grafting on (T. robust a has been used 
~xte nsi\'cl.' but this has often led to plants showing early 
~;en s(;c ncc anc! not lookin good horticultural specimens. 
This could lead to a quick 10 s of interest in these plants". 

Early se nescence is particularly evic!ent on G. fep/ obulI)'s 
and G. repens grafted to G rohusta and I have noticed 
it on G. formosa. It may be seen as a blackening of the 
stem at the graft followed by dying leaves ncar the unio n. 
This radiates out fr m the graft more and more with age. 

I have had some feedback from customers and this should 
be listened to. An experienced SG P member requested 
that I graft grcvilleas for her onto anything other than 

G. rohus/(/ because the rootstoCK was too hald tor hl' r 
to remove when the plant died. A landscape designc r\vanted 
to include a grafted r;. jiJrlIl(}SII in a proi,.'ct at a golf club 
but would not because of the possihility of the rnutstock 
"shooting" hclmv the graft and the resulting G mhlls/a 
tree did not su it his design. Hc rcadilv accepted a plant 
grafted to an alternatIvc rootstOCK which would !lot take 
over. It is f<tr hetter if we do not h(lvl' tu W<trll custU!11l'r, 
to re ll1uve shoots below the gr~ift. 

Currently G /ill'l11(}sO is pruh,thlv the most ~r;lftcd grevillc;ls 
of all (onto (;. m/JuslU). In my opiniun It would hL' hdtcr 
grafted onto a morL' suitable ro()t~t()CK in spite ()f m<iny 
beautiful specimen s seen growing in a wide ran ge o f 
conditions. Some show the sign of early sellesce!lce at tilL' .­
graft and occasionally 1l;IVl' (i. roliu,I{({ silootsgrowing through 
them. Other memhers may have il dti'krent ()pinion un this 
but Jet's not get hUllg up on une species. I am surL' that thc';L' 
problems have been noticed on other gritltL'd grevilkas. 

I have noticed that some grevilleas. when grafted to other 
ro() [s locks. have a much Improved hahit otgrowth compared 
with th e same species on G. ruhus/({. I'll give more detail, 
on this in a future article. m)' article in . ewsletter l\ (l 

46 careful rC~lcl i ng will reveal th,tt I have not ;lciv()cated 
complete abandonment 01 G r(}hll.l/ii where it is suitabk. 
dlthough in future year~ this may happen 

'nderstandably Ihere may be some reluctance to llse other 
rootstocks becausc G. rohus /(/ seed is relatively inexpcnsjVl~. 
rcadily available and it is ea:.y to germinate. Cutting grown 
rootstocks ,Ire liKcly to be less conve nient to produl·e. 

I have revealed what [ have heen doing after requests fi'om 
some members. Others may wish to ignore my suggestions, 
(lm1 I will be delightL'd if my commercial cl)mpetitors choose 
to continue usin g " humble" Silky OaK exclusive Iv as a 
rootstock. I wi ll rcspond to my customers' needs and t,lkL' '-._.. 
a more pragmatic approach, using the rootstock hest suiteu 
to the species or hybrid whether it is G. robus/a or any other 
grevillca and possibly use the odd intergraft. This I believe 
will help maintain the interest of grow rs hy producing m(Jrl' 
presentable and long lived plants. 

C~;::::::::::.... )ET~N~EW~___ 
Proteales on Postage Stamps 

From the Inte rnet 
Proteaccae - Prutea Family 
Banksia - BallkYia serra/({ - Australia 329 
Gr villea banksi i - Cuba 1965 
Protea - Prol ea argyrea - Burund i 141; 147; 153; C23 
King Protea - Prolea cynalDides - Burundi 453a ; 'lH7a ; 
Poland 1582; South Africa 263; 322; 336; 33R: 3ill 
Pratea - Protea grandiceps - G ambia GAM1995J02.11 
Protea - Protea lemairei - G uinea 429; Rwanda 16: C 
Protea - Prolea l1Iadiensls - RWfllld a 6H9 
Image j1995 fde al Solutions, Inc. - Your comme nts. sug­
gestions and addition s ar ' requested jyeaw0: interests.com 

Grcvillca Study Group NQ 47 6 JIlly 1997 

http:interests.com
http:GAM1995J02.11


P OPAGATIO (cant.) 

Rootstock Ramblings 

by Heather Clarke, Hunter Region Botanic Gardens 
A decade has pa 'sed since the commencement of the Gre­
villea Garden a t the Hunter Region Bo ta nic Gardens, and 
grafted grevilleas have, for most of tha t time. been an 
integral part of our extensive co llection. We currently have 
173 grafted gr ville as. C lose observa tion of these grafted 
plants in si tu over a long time has enabled this "fum­
ble-fingered " n n -grafter to dra pertinent conclusions. 

Two known rootstocks were used, Grevillea robusta from 
one upplier and G. bark/yana from another. It has been 
inte resting to note th al a lthough ob taining the same scion 
from both q uarte rs. the variati n in gr wth habit has varied 
at times considerably. 

Proble ms Incurred: 

1. 	 " Overgrowth" f ro o tstock, especially after rain, when 
t e rootstock cons istently disp lays a tendency to 
produce robust kaves at the junctio n. T his has 
happened freq uently and ove r a long period, cg G. 
beadleana on G. robllsta and G. banyabba on G. 
bark(val/a. 

2. 	 "Lump ing" 'It rootstock/scion union w hich is difficult 
III excise od preve nt re-occurring. I t weakens and 
!ipoils the I ok of the plant eg G. apiciloba on G. 
hark(yan a, G. bedggoodiana and others. 

3. 	 Reduced production of. tern, leaf and flower. if any, 
over a long peri d f time ie 5 years eg G. candolleana 
and G. ere tUoba. Tn 'om case there was reduced 
k:af s:.!c . 

4. 	 Low or non-existent fl wer production eg G. striata on 
G. bark/yana ov r 5 y ars o ld and 3m h igh, G. 
stenobotrya on G. barklyalla. a lso 5 years old and a 
health. l.5 m high . I bav noted that many grafted 
gr vi ll eas ar A1reme ly sl w growing and are often 
Hovc rtak nn by propagule of the scion. 

5. 	 Last and mOTe heart breaking, i a deiayed form of 
incompatibility (afte r 12 mon ths) where the scion 
appears to behave weU, tremen dous growth and bud 
production, only to literally fall of the rootstock eg G. 
mccutcheollii n G. barklyana. 

On the positive side, many grafted plants are wonderful 
here eg G . .I'tellomera, C. g/auca etc and without graft ing 
many would not succeed. I believe the ficld of genetic 
and DNA testing will eventually prove to b invaluabl 
in establishing the compatibi lity of the ' e nus. [ onl hop\.: 
the rare and endangered plant:. are able t e ma inta ined 
until we find their uitable rootst c.lt, thu • aving many 
from certain extinction. 

Grevil/ea maccutcheonll 

A - flowenng stem, B - mature leaf. C - inflorescence at early 
bud stage. 0 - bract, E - bud. F - mature flower. 

(Nutsyla 11 ( 1); 33·36 (1996) 

Scale bar A.B.C,E & F = 1Dmm, 0 = 1mm . 

All from Keighery 13786 


Seed Bank 
by Judy Smith FREE SEED 

The eed bank ha gone in ternational! G. aspleniifo/ia 
I sen t orne seed to G ermany via Ray 
Brown d11d he internet - very exciting! 

Any don lions of se belp to mak 
a bette r seed bank for everyone to bene ­
fit. Thank you to our only donors this 
y ar - Bill L vett and Ian Mitche ll. 

To obtain free seed please send a self­
addressed env lope with a 70 cent stamp 
to Judy Sm it h. 15 Cromdale Street, 
Mortdale 2223. 

ballksii red (grey le af sh rub form) 

bark~yalla ssp. macleayana 
endlicherana 
johnsonii 
juniperina (red upright) 
/ongis{y/a 
petrophiloides 
rivu/aris 
thelemanniana 
triloba 

CUTTING EXCHANGE 

Cutting material is available to 

financial members only from 


Dave Mason, 

Box 94 Coraki 2471. 


Hundreds of species 

avallablel 


Please contact me, I may 

have the plant you require. 

The cost is $6.50, payable 


with order, which covers the 

cost of packing and return via 


Express Post. 


7 	 G rcvillea Study G roup NQ 47July 1997 



EWS FROM THE INTERNET 


Grevillea at San Marcos Growers 

San Marcos Growers have an extensive Website . They are 
a wh Ie ale nu rsery bas d in C lifo rnia. They have a sepa­
rate p ge devoted to G rcville s parts of which are re­
produc ' d he re for your interest. The full text can be found 
at: http: //wv..W.smgrowers .com/grevil l. htm. 

The gre tl leas are a remarkable and beautiful group of 
plant . T he variability e t>vcen species is incredible but 
ch arac terist ic to th e Pro tea fa mily (Proteaceae) of which 
they bel ng; the namesake of the family, the god Proteus 
was nOLJ for his abili ty to change his appe arance and 
form at wil !. Among the 270 or more species (346 ed.), 
almo t entire ly from A u ·tra lia, the habit Can be that of 
a la rge forest tree or a diminutive crevice plant. The color 
and structu re of the flowers and leaf ize and shape arc 
:0 different in the many speCIes that their relati onship 
is oft n lost to the casual obse rver. Shared attribu tes that 
mii:,ht be noted as common to th genus are that they 
are woody eve rgreen plan s that usually have interestingly 
intricate and beauti ful flowers . Plan t grevi llcas for their 
flowe r d isplay, their fol iage and for the ir abil ity to attract 
nec tar-feeding bird to the gmden . 

A.\ the plan ts arc a d iverse group, the re are a wide range 
of condition tha t they will grow under. Th foll owing gen­
eralizcd statements regarding the cul tivation of orevilleas 
would appl to a ma.iority of th> plan ts in cultivatio n. Grc­
villeas flower best in sunny, dry locations although they 

will also grow in light shade. Plant in well-drain ing so il 
and be very careful of any fertilizers applied to these pla nts: 
many grevilleas, especially Western Australian species, are 
highly sensitive to phosphorus and the use of fer tilizers 
high in this element can be fatal to these plants. The I 

also do not like execs. ivc watering and garden water tol­
erance or abil ity to grow ncar lawns wi ll be exceptions 
rather than the rule. Regular pruning aftcr flowering is 
recommended to enhance and rejuvenat flowering and 
plant growth. Mo t varieties a rc drought tolerant, as we ll 
as frost hardy down to 20 F. 

It then proceeds to outline Grevillea bWlksii, "Canheml 
em ", lanir.;era, "Lonr.; John ", paniclIlala, "Pink Pearl ", Poor­
inda Blon(/ir>, Poorinda Cons/allce, Poorinda Queen, l/n'le­
manniana S.lp. fililoha ( prohahly Ii. preissii ssp. r.;lahrilimiJII 
ed.), vicloriae and "Winpara G em ". 

Also listed was G revil/ea 'Noel' - California G 'cv il ka ­
A small, mounding shrub (4'x8 ') with pcndul us branches 
cove red wi th glossy gree n. nee dle-like leaves and curved 
pinki h flowers that fo rm along the branches in mid-spri ng. 
Ne eds occasional ir riga tion; fairly drought resistant in 
coastal plan tings. Tolera tes a wid range of conditions but 
becom es chlorotic when exposed to phosphorus fertilizer. 
Hardy to 20 'F. 

C pyright 1996 San Marcos GroweiS nco All righ ts re­
served. 

OFFICE BEARERS 
Leader: Peter O lde, 138 Fowler Road, Ill awong 2234. (02) 9543 2242 

Treasurer and Newsletter Editor: Christine G uthrie, PO Box 275, Penshurst 2222. (02) 9579 3175 

Cwalor of Living Collection & Herbarium: Ray B rown, 29 G\'0'thir Avenue, Bulli 2516. (02) 4284 9216 

Seed Bank: Judy Smith, 15 Cromdale Street, Mortdale 2223 (02) 9579 1455 

Cuttings Exchange: Dave M ason , Box 94 Coraki, 2471. (02) 6683 2583 

FINANCIA R POR 

JULY 1997 

Income Expenditure 

Sub cr ip tions $512. 0 Publishing 80.00 

D on tio ns 30.00 Printing 120.00 

Interest 0.07 Postage 114.05 

Bank Costs 6.35 

$542.07 $320 .40 

Balance on Hand 22.7.97 $658.50 

* • * * * * * • * * * * • - * * * * • * * * 

If a cross appe ars in tbe box, your subscription of $5 .00 is due. 
Please send to the T reasurer, Christine G uth rie, PO Box 275, Penshurst 2222. 

1996 1997
Please make all cheques payable to the Grevi lea Study Group. 
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