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E. eburnea is similar in habit to E. capensis 
Thunb., though smaller in overall size. Both species 
have crowded unbranched culms bearing bulbs at 
the lower internodes, and flat leaf blades with 
undulate somewhat thickened margins. However, 
the bulbs of E. capensis are larger, either cylindrical 
or spherical and bright orange or chalk-white, 
depending on the variety. E. capensis never has dark 
purple basal sheaths. The spikelets of E. eburnea are 
quite different from those of E. capensis, but are 
nearly identical to those of E. barbinodis Nees ex 
Trin. in shape, size, ornamentation and colouring. 
However, E. barbinodis has glumes § the length 
of the lemmas and long hairs along the margins of 
the sterile lemmas. The similarity of E. eburnea to 
two species, one bulb-forming and the other not, 
illustrates the reticulate nature of speciation in 
Ehrharta. it is not uncommon for species in groups 
formed on the basis of spikelet structure to be very

similar vegetatively to species with different spikelet 
types.

A recent hybrid origin for E. eburnea is ruled out 
on the basis of the known distribution of the three 
species. The range of E. capensis just touches the 
range of E. eburnea at Calvinia and Montagu, but E. 
barbinodis is a Namaqualand species with a range 
separate from that of E. eburnea. Furthermore, E. 
capensis and E. barbinodis are sympatric in the 
Vanrhynsdorp and Kamiesberg degree squares, but 
E. eburnea does not occur there.

The specific epithet eburnea refers to the bulb at 
the culm base, which resembles an ivory bead.
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NAME CHANGES AND ADDITIONAL SPECIES O F SOUTHERN AFRICAN POACEAE

A list of 227 name changes and 179 additional 
species of southern African grasses, and accepted by 
the National Herbarium, Pretoria, since 1955 was 
published by Gibbs Russell & Smook (1980). Since 
then, 98 name changes and 15 additional taxa have 
been accepted by the National Herbarium. The 
currently accepted names are listed alphabetically, 
with the relevant reference indicated by a numeral 
after the name. The additional taxa are listed 
alphabetically.

N a m e  C h a n g es

Alloteropsis semialata (R.Br.) Hitchc. subsp. ecklo- 
niana (Nees) Gibbs Russell6 

(=  A semialata (R .Br.) Hitchc. var. ecklonii 
(Stapf) Stapf)

Alloteropsis semialata (R.Br.) Hitch, subsp. semi­
alata6

(=  A . semialata (R.Br.) Hitchc. var. semialata) 
Andropogon amethystinus Steud.4 

(=  A . abyssinicus sensu Chippind. non Fresen) 
(=  A. pilosellus Stapf)

Andropogon chinensis (Nees) Merr,4 
( = A. schinzii Hack.)

Andropogon mannii Hook, f .4
(=  A. platybasis J. G. Anders.)

Andropogon schirensis A. Rich.4
( = A . schirensis A . Rich. var. angustifolius Stapf) 

Aristida adscensionis L .8
(=  Aristida curvata (Nees) Trin. & Rupr.) 

Arthraxon lanceolatus (Roxb.) Hochst. var. lanceo- 
latus12

(=  A . prionodes (Steud.) Dandy)
Axonopus affinis Chase 4 

(=  A. compressus sensu Chippind., non (Swartz) 
Beauv.)

Bothriochloa bladhii (Retz.) S. T. Blake 4 
( = B. glabra (Roxb.) A. Camus)
(=  B. insculpta (A. Rich.) A. Camus var. vege- 

tior (Hack.) C. E. Hubb.)
Brachiaria arrecta (Dur. & Schinz) Stent4 

(=  B. lati folia Stapf)

Brachiaria chusqueoides (Hack.) Clayton 1 
( = Panicum chusqueoides Hack.)

Brachiaria malacodes (Mez & K. Schum.) Scholz 10 
(=  B. poaeoides Stapf)

Brachiaria serrata (Thunb.) S tap f4 
(=  B.serrata (Thunb.) Stapf var. serrata)
(=  B.serrata (Thunb.) Stapf var. gossypinum (A. 
Rich.) Stapf)

Brachychloa schiemanniana (Schweick.) S. Phill. 9 
(=  Heterocarpha schiemanniana Schweick.) 

Chrysopogon serrulatus Trin. 4 
(=  C. montanus Trin. var. tremulus (Hack.) 

Stapf)
Cladoraphis cyperoides (Thunb.) S. Phill. 9 

(=  Eragrostis cyperoides (Thunb.) Beauv.) 
Cladoraphis spinosa (L .f.) S. Phill. 9 

(=  Eragrostis spinosa (L.f.) Trin.)
Coelachyrum yemenicum (Schweinf) S. Phill. 9 

(=  Cypholepis yemenica (Schweinf.) Chiov.) 
Dichanthium annulatum (Forssk.) Stapf var. papil­

losum (A. Rich.) De Wet & Harlan 4 
(=  D. papillosum (Hochst.) Stapf)

Digitaria abyssinica (A. Rich.) S tap f4 
(=  D. scalarum (Schweinf.) Chiov.)

Digitaria maitlandii Stapf & C. E. H ubb.4
(=  Z>. apiculata Stent)

D. thouaresiana (Fluegge) Cam us4 
(=  D. melanochila Stapf)
(=  Z>. tricostulata (Hack.) Henr.)

Digitaria vêlutina (Forssk.) Beauv. 4 
(=  D. zeyheri (Nees) Henr.)

Eragrostis hierniana Rendle 3 
(=  E. uniglumis Hack.)

Eriochrysis brachypogon (Stapf) S tap f4 
(=  E. brachypogon (Stapf) Stapf subsp. australis 

J. G. Anders.)
Enteropogon prieurii (Kunth) Clayton. 2

(=  Chloris prieurii Kunth)
Eulalia aurea (Bory) Kunth.4

(=  E. geniculata Stapf)
Hordeum stenostachys Godr.13 

(=  H. compressum Griseb.)
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Ischaemum fasciculatum Brongn.4
(=  /. arcuatum (Nees) Stapf)

Melica decumbens Thunb.1
(=  M. neesii Stapf)

Melica racemosa Thunb.1 
(=  M. ovalis Nees)
( = M. bolusii Stapf)
(=  M. pumila Stapf)
(=  M. brevifolia Stapf)
(=  M. decumbens sensu Gordon-Gray in Ross FI. 

Natal 96 (1972) non Thunb.)
Microstegium nudum (Trin.) A. Camus 4 

(=  M. capense (Hochst.) J. A. Camus) 
Miscanthus Anderss.4 

(=  Miscanthidium Stapf)
Note: Four other species require new combina­

tions in Miscanthus.
Miscanthus capensis (Nees) Anderss. var. capensis 

(=  Miscanthidium capense (Nees) Stapf var. 
capense)

Miscanthus sorghum (Nees) Pilg.A
(=  Miscanthidium sorghum (Nees) Stapf) 

Panicum fluviicola Steud.4
(=  P. aphanoneurutn Stapf)

Panicum hymeniochilum-Nees4 
(=  P. fdiculme Schinz)
(=  P. hymeniochilum Nees var. glandulosum 

Nees)
(=  P. hymeniochilum I^ees var. hymeniochilum) 

Paspalidium obtusifolium (Del.) Simpson 4 
(=  P. platyrrhachis C. E. Hubb.)

Paspalum scrobiculatum L 4 
(=  P. polystachyum R.Br.)

Pennisetum sphacelatum (Nees) Dur. & Schinz 4 
(=  5. sphacelatum (Nees) Dur. & Schinz var.

sphacelatum)
(=  S. sphacelatum (Nees) Dur. & Schinz var. 

tenuifolium (Hack.) Stapf)
Pennisetum glaucum (L .) R .B r 4 

(=  P. americanum (L.) Leeke subsp. america- 
num)

Rhynchelytrum grandiflorum Hochst.4
(=  R. brevipilum (Hack.) Chiov.) 

Rhynchelytrum longisetum (A. Rich.) Stapf & C. E. 
Hubb.4

(=  R. minutiflorum (Rendle) Stapf & C. E. Hubb. 
var. melinioides (Stent) Stapf & C. E. Hubb.) 

Rhynchelytrum nerviglume (Franch.) Chiov.
(=  R. nyassanum (Mez) Stapf & C. E. Hubb.) 
(=  R. setifolium (Stapf) Chiov.)
(=  R. ramosum Stapf & C. E. Hubb.) 

Rhynchelytrum repens (Willd.) C. E. Hubb.4
(=  R. villosum (Pari.) Chiov.)

Rhynchelytrum subglabrum (Mez) Stapf & C. E. 
H ubb.4

{— R. suberostratum Stapf & C. E. Hubb.)
Schizachyrium exile (Hochst.) Pilg.4

( = 5 .  inclusum Stent)
Setaria incrassata (Hochst.) Hack.4 

(=  5. eylesii Stapf & C. E. Hubb.)
( = 5 .  gerrardii Stapf)
(=  S. holstii Herr.)
(=  S. pabularis Stapf)
( = 5 .  palustris Stapf)
(=  S. perberbis De Wit)
(=  S. phragmitoides Stapf)

( = 5 .  porphyrantha Stapf)
(=  S. rudifolia Stapf)
(=  S. woodii Hack, subsp. bechuanica De Wit) 
( = 5 .  woodii Hack. var. fonssalutis De Wit)
(=  S. woodii Hack. var. woodii)

Setaria pseudaristata (Peter) Pilg.4
( = 5 .  tenuiseta De Wit)

Setaria sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss var. torta 
(Stapf) Clayton 4 

( = 5 .  flabellata Stapf subsp. natalensis De Wit) 
(=  S. homblei De Willd.)
( = 5 .  torta Stapf)

Setaria sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss. var. splendida 
(Stapf) Clayton 4 

( = 5 .  splendida Stapf)
Setaria sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss var. sphace­

lata 4
( = 5 .  decipiens De Wit)
(=  S. flabellata Stapf subsp. flabellata)
( = 5 .  neglecta De Wit)
( = 5 .  perennis Hack.)
(=  5. sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss subsp. aqua- 

montana De Wit)
( = 5 .  sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss var. stolonife- 

ra De Wit)
( = 5 .  stenantha Stapf)

Setaria sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss var. sericea 
(Stapf) Clayton4 

(= S. almaspicata De Wit)
( = 5 .  anceps Stapf)
(=  S. cana De Wit)
( = 5 .  flabelliformis De Wit)
(=  S. sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss subsp. nodosa 

De Wit)
(=  S. sphacelata (Schumach.) Moss subsp. 

pyropea De Wit)
Sorghastrum stipoides (Kunth) Nash 4 

( = 5 .  rigidifolium (Stapf) Chippind.)
Sorghum bicolor (L .) Moench. subsp. arundinaceum 

(Desv.) De Wet & Harlan5 
( = 5 .  verticilliflorum (Steud.) Stapf)

Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench. subsp. drummondii 
(Steud.) De W et5 

( = 5 .  sudanense (Piper) Stapf)
S. halepense (L.) Pers.5

( = 5 .  almum Parodi)
Thamnocalamus tessellatus (Nees) Soderstrom & 

Ellis 11
(=  Arundinaria tessellata (Nees) Munro) 

Tristachya lualabaensis (De Wild.) Phipps 3 
(=  T. hitchcockii (C. E. Hubb.) Conert) 

Tristachya nodiglumis K. Schum 3 
(=  T. eylesii Stent & Rattray)

Urelytrum agropyroides (Hack.) Hack.14
(=  U. squarrosum Hack.)

Urochloa oligotricha (Fig. & De Not.) Henr.4
(=  Urochloa bolbodes (Steud.) Stapf)

Urochloa mosambicensis (Hack.) Dandy 4 
(=  U. rhodesiensis Stent)

A d d it io n a l  T axa

Brachychloa fragilis 5. Phill. 
Bromus rubens L.
Chloris truncata R.Br.
Digitaria comifera Pilg.
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D. nuda Schumach.
Eehinochloa jubata Stapf
Hordeum marinum Huds. subsp. gussoneanum 

(Pari.) Thell.
H. murinum L. subsp. glaucum (Steud.) Tzvel.
H. murinum L. subsp. leporinum (Link) Arcangeli 
Leersia tisserantii (A. Chev.) Launert 
Melinis ambigua Hack.
Oplismenus undulatifolius (Ard.) Roem. & Schult. 
Oxytenanthera abyssinica (A. Rich.) Munro 
Panicum comorense Mez 
Thelepogon elegans Roem. & Schult.
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NOTES ON SPECIES OF EHRHARTA

Like most other oryzoid grasses, Ehrharta has 
spikelets composed of a single fertile floret with two 
sterile florets, represented by empty lemmas, below 
it. The African species of Ehrharta fall into two 
natural groups: those with the first sterile lemma 
similar to the second, and the fertile lemma different 
from both (about 18 species); and those with the first 
sterile lemma reduced and scale-like, and the fertile 
lemma similar to the second sterile lemma (2 
species).

The specimens with a short first sterile lemma 
were classified by Stapf [FI. Cap. 1: 668—670 (1900)] 
as five species and one variety. Chippindall (in 
Meredith, Grasses & Past. S. A fr., 1955) gave a brief 
account of the five species, but did not mention the 
variety. Since these studies, many more specimens 
of these closely-related taxa have become available, 
most of which are the collections of E. Esterhuysen. 
it is therefore possible to assess the relationships 
within the group more effectively.

In general, Ehrharta species display a reticulate 
pattern of relationships, with parallel or convergent 
trends in vegetative parts occurring in different 
species groups distinguished on the basis of spikelet 
similarities. One of the most reliable spikelet 
characters is the relative length of glumes to  lemmas. 
This character, insignificant though it may seem, 
helps to identify a number of species and species 
groups. Relative glume length is used here to 
separate the taxa with short first sterile lemmas into 
two species: E. rupestris, with the glumes about i  the 
length of the lemmas, and E. setacea, with the 
glumes more than § the length of the lemmas.

Within each of these species, there are several 
subspecies connected by intermediates, but there are
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WITH A SHORT FIRST STERILE LEMMA

no known intermediates between the species. In 
both, there are parallel trends for reduced size and 
spikelet number, for rolled, folded or flat, erect or 
spreading leaf blades, and for suffrutescence. 
However, even though superficially similar vegeta­
tive forms occur in both species, each subspecies can 
be differentiated on characters besides glume length.

The following key allows identification of the 
taxa:

1 Glumes about £ length of longest lemma....................................... 2

2 Plants delicate, herbaceous, less than 250 mm tall; 
inflorescence of 1 -4  spikelets, barely overtopping
leaves; spikelets 4 ,5 -5  mm long................................
.....................................................lc. E. rupestris subsp. dodii

2 Plants ±  robust, herbaceous to suffrutescent, 200-450 
mm tall; inflorescences o f 4 —9 spikelets, consider­
ably overtopping leaves; spikelets 4 ,5 -6 ,3 mm long......... 3

3 Leaf blades rolled and appearing setaceous, held 
erect, or flat and held ±  spreading, tips not 
hooded; spikelets to 2 mm across, outline oblong 
to linear........................... lb . E. rupestris subsp. tricostata

3 Leaf blades folded, somewhat thickened, held at 45° 
to culm, tips hooded; spikelets to  2,5 mm across,
outline oblong to nearly square ..............................
...........................................la . E. rupestris subsp. rupestris

1 Glumes longer than § (very rarely only £) length of
longest lemma.............................................................................. 4

4 Plants erect, 250-400 mm tall; inflorescences o f 5 -15
spikelets; glumes appressed to  florets at m aturity............. 5

5 Leaf blades tightly rolled, appearing setaceous, 
rigid, erect o r curved slightly outward from the 
middle, texture smooth; spikelets 5 ,5 -6 ,5  mm 
long............................... .........2a. E. setacea subsp. setacea

5 Leaf blades flat, to 6 mm across at base, rolled near 
tip, bent 45° outward from culm at sheath, texture 
scabrous; sp ikelets ( 6 ,5 - )  7 - 8  mm long 
................ ............................... 2b. £ . setacea subsp. scabra


