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THYMELAEACEAE

NEW COMBINATIONS IN LACHNAEA

The genus Cryptadertia Meisn. comprising five spe­
cies, was established by Meisner in 1840 and based on 
Drege’s collections (Meisner 1840). In De Candolle’s 
Prodromus the same five species were recognized by 
Meisner (1857). Wright (1915) in his treatment of the 
genus recognized four of these species, reduced one to 
synonymy and described a new species. Beyers & Van 
der Walt (1995) concluded that Cryptadertia and Lach- 
naea L. are congeneric and that Cryptadertia should be 
included within Lachnaea. In accepting these findings, 
the necessary nomen- clatural changes are made to the 
five 'species which are currently recognized (Van Wyk 
1993) following Wright’s treatment of the genus.

Lachnaea filicaulis (Meisn.) Beyers comb. nov.

Cryptadenia filicaulis Meisn.: 407 (1840); Meisn.: 574 (1857); CH.Wright: 
17(1915).

Lachnaea grandiflora (Lf.) Baill.: 109, t. 77 (1880).

Passerina grandiflora L.f.: 226 (1782). Cryptadenia grandiflora (L.f.) 
Meisn.: 405 (1840); Meisn.: 573 (1857); C.H.Wright: 16 (1915).

Cryptadenia breviflora Meisn.: 406 (1840); Meisn.: 573 (1857);
C.H.Wright: 17 (1915). Type: Ecklon 360 (?holo, K!; NBG!, iso.).

Lachnaea laxa (C.H.Wright) Beyers comb. nov.

Cryptadenia laxa C.H.Wright: 17 (1915).

Lachnaea uniflora (L.) Beyers comb. nov.

Passerina uniflora L.: 560 (1753). Cryptadenia uniflora (L.) Meisn.:
406 (1840); Meisn.: 573 (1857); C.H.Wright: 16 (1915).
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RUBIACEAE 

A NEW SPECIES OF VANGUERIA FROM THE SOUTPANSBERG

Vangueria soutpansbergensis N. Hahn sp. nov. V. TY PE.— Northern Province, Soutpansberg, 2230 
parvifoliae Sond. [= Tapiphyllum parvifolium  (Sond.) (Messina), Farm Studholme, 22° 56’ 52.4’' South and 
Robyns ex Good] affinis sed foliiis glabratis. Figure 2. 30° 01’18.8” East (Cape Mapping Datum), (-CC), 1 440
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m, 28-11-1995, (in flower), N. Hahn 1112 (PRU, holo.; K, 
PRE, iso.).

A deciduous shrub or small tree up to 2.5 m high, 
growing in mixed woodlands in soils derived from Sout- 
pansberg Group quartzites. Bark dark brown to grey- 
brown. Branches glabrous. Leaves opposite or fascicled, 
if fascicled usually on dwarf lateral branches; lamina el­
liptic to alm ost circular, (13 .6 -)16 .2 -25 .2 (-26 .7 ) x 
(9—) 12.9— 18.9(—22.8) mm; base obtuse to rounded; apex 
obtuse to rounded; glabrous above and below, seldom very 
sparsely hairy when young, dark green above, paler be­
low; petiole short, (0.5—) 1.1—2.4(—2.7) mm long, glabrous 
to rarely sparsely hairy; margins entire; lateral veins 3-5, 
opposite to alternate near the leaf base, otherwise alternate. 
Inflorescence: dense 2-15-flowered fascicles or peduncu­

late cymes. Peduncle a n d  pedicel g labrous or very 
sparsely hairy, pedicel (1.5—)2 .1 —2.9(—3.7) mm long. 
Flowers 5-merous, greenish to lime-green. Calyx lobes 
(1.2—) 1.7—1.9(—2.6) x (1—)1.3—1 -4(—1.9) mm, glabrous to 
sparsely hairy. Corolla glabrous to sparsely hairy on out­
side, with a distinct ring of reflexed hairs in throat; tube 
(2.3—)2.5—2.7(—3.2) mm long, (2.1-) 2 .5-2.8(-3.4) mm 
in diameter at mouth; lobes .elliptic-oblong (2.9-)3.3-3.5 
(-4.1) mm long, occasionally mucronate abaxially at 
apex. Stamens inserted in corolla mouth. Anthers ex­
serted, (0.9—)1.3—1.4(—1.6) mm long. Style (3.1—)3.6—3.9 
(-4.6) mm long, glabrous, conversely curved so as to 
touch  th ro a t o f tube betw een  tw o a n th e rs . Disc 
(1.8-)2.2-2.3(-2.8) mm in diameter, depressed or tumid. 
Hypanthium (1.1 —) 1.6— 1.7(—2.1) mm long. F ru it  a 
glabrous, subglobose drupe, length (15.3-) 17.9-24.1

FIGURE 2 .— Vangueria soutpansbergensis. A, flowering branch; B, opened corolla, showing hair fringes and position of anthers; C, flower with 
tube removed, showing calyx, disc and conversely curved style; D, fruit seen from the base, showing the remains of the calyx ring; E, side 
view of fruit; F, pyrene; G, cross section through pyrene, showing shape and position of embryo. Scale bars: A, B, ± 1 mm; C, ± 2 mm; D-G, 
± 10 mm.
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FIGURE 3.—The known distribution of Vangueria soutpansbergensis.

(-27.5) mm, width (14.7-)17.5-25.9(-29.4) mm, breadth 
(13.6-) 16.3-23.7(-27.2) mm; pedicel (0.5-)0.8-1.9 (-2.3) 
mm long, with 1-4 pyrenes, edible, tasting similar to those 
of V. infausta; seeds bean-shaped. Flowering period: No­
vember to December. Fruiting period: March to April.

Specimens examined

NORTHERN PROVINCE.—2229 (Waterpoort): Muswiru, Schlesingers 
sawmill, (-DC), G. Gerstner 5912 (K n.v., PRE); Farm Surprise, (-DC), 
N. Hahn 454 (Herb. Sout.); Farm Uniondale, (-DC), N. Hahn 329 (PRU, 
Herb. Sout.); Farm Clydesdale, (-DD), N. Hahn 613 (Herb. Sout.); Farm 
Rushton, (-DD), N. Hahn 650 (Herb. Sout.); Farm Zwarthoek, (-DD), N. 
Hahn 109 (PRU, Herb. Sout.). 2230 (Messina): Piesanghoek, (-AA), G. 
Gerstner 5736 (PRE); Farm Studholme, (-AA), N. Hahn 1112 (K, PRE, 
PRU, Herb. Sout.); N. Hahn 1164 (K, PRU, Herb. Sout.).

Habitat

The geographic distribution of this species correlates 
with other endemic taxa of the Soutpansberg flora. A phy- 
togeographical survey of the endemic flora of the Sout­
pansberg (Figure 3) being undertaken by the author has 
shown that the endemic species of the Soutpansberg can 
be divided into two broad groups according to their habi­
tat preferences, namely: 1, species occurring in a rela­
tively restricted area and displaying little variation in their 
habitat preference; 2, species distributed over most of the 
mountain range showing a relatively large habitat toler­
ance. Vangueria soutpansbergensis falls within the latter 
group, occurring in a variety of habitats ranging from 
mountain mistbelt to Androstachys woodland.

Generic disposition

Having studied all members of the genera Pachy- 
stigma, Vangueria, Lagynias and Tapiphyllum in the con­
text of the Soutpansberg, I conclude that the flowering 
structures and fruiting structures of Tapiphyllum parvifo- 
lium are identical to those of Vangueria. Bridson (1996) 
expressed doubt as to the generic dispensation of Tapi­
phyllum parvifolium as it was atypical of the genus in 
many respects: ‘small leaves, few-flowered inflorescence, 
larger glabrescent fruit and occurring outside the main dis­
tribution area of the rest of Tapiphyllum’. Tapiphyllum

parvifolium and V. soutpansbergensis are without doubt 
closely related. This supports the argument that they 
should be placed under the genus Vangueria.

Key to genera of the tribe Vanguerieae in the 
Soutpansberg region

la Calyx lobes short, linear or triangular, shorter than the corolla
tube......................................................................... Vangueria

lb Calyx lobes long and leafy, as long as or longer than the 
corolla tube:

2a Calyx lobes spathulate; fruit narrowing towards apex . . Lagynias 
2b Calyx lobes linear; fruit not narrowing towards apex. . Pachystigma

Specific disposition

The tribe Vanguerieae is notorious for its taxonomic 
complexities. The genera are poorly defined, and at spe­
cific level, characters available for the separation of taxa 
are very few and at best can be seen as very artificial. 
The morphological differences between Vangueria sout­
pansbergensis and V. parvifolia are very slight and con­
cern mainly the degree of hairiness of various organs 
(Table 2). V. soutpansbergensis is nevertheless recognized 
at species level for the following reasons: a) other simi­
larly closely related species pairs are widely recognized 
in Rubiaceae, for example, Vangueria infausta subsp. in­
fausta  and V. cyanescens and Canthium mundianum and 
Canthium gilfillanir, b) even though V. soutpansbergensis 
and V. parvifolia are sympatric in some places no inter­
mediate forms have been found; c) V. soutpansbergensis 
is endemic to the Soutpansberg, a region with a high oc­
currence of endemic plants and animals.

Vangueria soutpansbergensis is by no means a rare 
plant, usually occurring within mixed woodlands, on 
rocky slopes where it may be common. The species has 
so far only been found growing on soils derived from 
quartzite, an attribute shared with most endemic plant spe­
cies of this region.
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V. soutpansbergensis V. parvifolium

Distribution restricted to 
Soutpansberg

occurring from Northern 
Cape to Northern 
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southeastern Botswana

Bark colour grey to dark brown grey to grey-brown
Young branches glabrous, seldom 

sparsely hairy
tomentose

Outside corolla glabrous to sparsely 
hairy

densely hairy

Calyx glabrous to sparsely 
hairy

densely hairy

Pedicel glabrous hairy
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ASTERACEAE

NEW COMBINATION IN DICOMA

In the course of extensive studies of herbarium material 
of various genera of the tribes Mutisieae and Inuleae (As- 
teraceae) from sub-Saharan Africa, we have noted new 
localities and other data for species of Dicoma Cass. (Mu­
tisieae).

Dicoma m em branacea S.Moore

Although D. membranacea S.Moore has been consid­
ered by various authors (Moore 1904; Wilson 1923; 
Merxmiiller 1967) to be closely related to D. sessiliflora 
Harv., nobody to date has questioned the species status of 
this taxon; this may be because the currently accepted 
distribution of D. membranacea (northwest Namibia and 
southern Angola) (Figure 4) does not overlap either with 
that of D. sessiliflora subsp. sessiliflora— Malawi, Tanza­
nia, Mozambique and parts of Zaire (Pope 1992)— or with 
that of the recently described D. sessiliflora subsp. steno- 
phylla Pope in West Africa (Pope 1991). However, we 
have examined the material from Mozambique cited be­
low, and currently referred to subsp. sessiliflora, which is 
morphologically indistinguishable from D. membranacea 
from Angola and Namibia.

We found D. sessiliflora and D. membranacea to differ 
only in length of stem (less than 150 mm tall in the latter). 
Moore (1904) considered the presence of pedunculate ca- 
pitula to be diagnostic for D. membranacea, but we have 
examined specimens of this taxon in which the capitula 
are sessile [Voucher: Angola, Rui Correia 2589 (LUAI)] 
or subsessile [Vouchers: Angola, Borges 123 (LUAI); 
Mozambique, Gomes e Sousa 2157 (COI)], and further­
more the capitula of D. sessiliflora are not always sessile. 
Moore (1904) considered corolla size to discriminate be­
tween the two taxa, but the size cited by this author for 
D. membranacea is the same as that given by Pope (1992) 
for D. sessiliflora. Similarly, Moore (1904) stated that the 
corolla lobes are the same length as the tube in D. mem­
branacea', this is not the case in a number of specimens 
examined by us in which the lobes are longer than the 
tube [including those of Rui Correia 2589, Borges 123 
and Giess 8969 (K) from Namibia], In our opinion the 
putatively distinguishing characters included in Pope’s 
(1991) key to the section Pterocoma are, with the excep­
tion of length of stem (maximum 150 mm in D. mem­
branacea), likewise of limited value. This author cites 
stem hairiness as a distinguishing character and states that

only the stems of D. sessiliflora can be glabrescent. We 
have not been able to identify clear differences between 
the two taxa in this respect, and have found specimens 
of D. membranacea with glabrescent stems [Voucher: An­
gola, Borges 123 (LUAI)]. We did not find significant 
differences with regard to length of leaves (more than 120 
mm long in D. sessiliflora versus up to 100 mm long in 
D. membranacea)', indeed Moore (1904) described D. 
membranacea as having leaves up to 140 mm long.

MOZAMBIQUE.— 1235: Inhambane, Massinga-Vilanculos, Govuru 
River, 7-1938, Gomes e Sousa 2157 (COI, K, LISC). 2335: Niassa, 
Administrative Post of Mujoco, 30-9-1948, Pedro & Pedrdgao 5449 
(LMA).

FIGURE 4.—Distribution of Dicoma sessiliflora subsp. sessiliflora var. 
membranacea. Known distribution based on Moore (1904), 
Merxmiiller (1967) and herbarium material: dotted area. New 
localities: triangles.


